600 S. Fayetteville St.

Clayton, NC 27520

December 2, 2013
Senior Project Judges

Clayton High School

600 S. Fayetteville St.

Clayton, NC 27520

Dear Judges:

Hello! My name is Zeidy Jaen, and I am seventeen years old. I am a dedicated and motivated student. I am actively involved in my church, as I am the treasurer of the youth and also help run the audio visuals during church services. My high school experience has been difficult, but an exciting experience nonetheless. High school has pushed me to be the best I can be and shown me that I can handle more than I thought.  Through high school, I have also met people from all over the world and learned about different cultures.  After high school, I plan on attending Meredith College and obtaining a major in Social work and minors in Sociology and Criminology. 
For my graduation project, I chose to research beauty pageants. I decided to investigate the impact that participating in beauty pageants had on individuals. My question was “Does participating in a beauty pageant have a positive influence on individuals?” For my product I decided to teach classes on the importance of natural beauty.  During my classes, I gave a presentation on the advantages to natural beauty, as well as how one could enhance one’s own natural beauty. I chose this topic because I always felt that beauty pageants are looked upon negatively, sometimes without even taking the time to see the positive benefits of them.  I also believe that natural beauty is the best kind of beauty because it portrays one’s true self. I wanted to share with others that one can be comfortable in one’s own skin without any cosmetics.  
Through my Graduation Project, I learned many things about myself.  For example, I learned that I take pleasure in bringing happiness and joy to others. I loved seeing everyone realize how beautiful they truly are, inside and out. I also learned that, despite being fluent in Spanish, I am more comfortable speaking in English instead. Lastly, I learned that I can stand in front of a group of people and teach them about a specific topic, such as beauty pageants. 
In both of my classes, the women were really engaged and asked questions.  I did not have trouble asking for volunteers for the activity part of my classes. However, I had quite a few challenges. I had trouble finding a mentor to begin with; however, by being patient and persistent in my emails, I was able to find a mentor. I also had trouble compiling all the natural beauty tips I found into an organized presentation I could present to the women at my classes. I learned to take massive amounts of information and quickly categorize it into small sections. I believe that this project will benefit me because it taught me to remain calm, no matter how stressful or difficult the situation. 
Thank you for taking the time to come to Boards Night. I hope you enjoy the presentations. I look forward to presenting to you. Thank you for taking the time to listen to my presentation. I truly appreciate it. 

Sincerely,

Zeidy Jaen
Zeidy Jaen
